Best Front Forward Program Highlights

The Best Front Forward Program of the Bethlehem
North by Northwest Neighborhood Initiative is a low
interest loan program available to residents who are
owners and occupants of homes located within the
North by Northwest area of the City of Bethlehem.

The goal of this program is to foster facade
improvements that respect the original architectural
character of the homes of the North by Northwest
neighborhoods and reinforce pride in town living.

Loan funds are available for home improvement
projects that will affect the facade (the primary
elevation or street-face) of a residential property that
the loan applicant occupies.

A grant of 15% of the loan amount will be provided
by the Ciy of Bethlehem.The grant will be forgiven at
a rate of 20% per year over a five-year period, during
which the owner must occupy the property.

Home must be owner-occupied. Owner-occupied
properties may have no more than 3 rental units.

Guidelines for facade improvements are provided

by the Best Front Forward Program to advise
homeowners, their contractors and/or architects

on how loan funds can be used for construction and
maintenance projects; the guidelines are available on
line at www.nbnw-bpa.org, or can be mailed by calling
(610)997-5732.

Facade improvement construction plans and materials
list must be reviewed by the City of Bethlehem
Community and Economic Development Department
prior to loan application approval. Guidelines are
provided to assist with planning improvements that are
allowable; assistance from a knowledgeable contractor,
architect, or other appropriate consultant may be
sought. Construction plan approval does not guarantee
loan approval, but is required for loan approval.

Information for the loan program is available from the
NbNW program manager, please e-mail
apitsilos@bethlehem-pa.gov, or call (610)997-5732.
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Connecting Neighbors, Renewing Neighborhoods

BEST FRONT FORWARD

A Facade Improvement Program for Homeowners
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10 E.Church Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018
(610) 997-5732 www.nbnw-bpa.org



In-town, that’s where it’s at.
Shopping on Main Street and the SouthSide; dining
on Restaurant Row; walking to the Bethlehem Public
Library; enjoying a summer concert in the Sculpture
Garden, the Sun Inn Courtyard, or the Rose Garden;
bicycling to the Boyd for a first run film, or to the
SouthSide Film Festival to screen something eclectic;
visiting any number of fine art galleries for an artist’s
opening reception - this is in-town living.You do this
and more in Bethlehem.

Have children? They can walk to school and the

park. Like to fish? A Class-A Wild Trout stream runs
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are north and northwest

of downtown Bethlehem are ideal for living and the
homes reflect a bygone era. Bethlehem's history

is revealed in the variety of architectural styles;

high quality of construction is a testament to local
craftsmanship. Some of the local businesses that built
these homes are still in business to this day.

The Best Front Forward Program promotes pride

in town living and owning a classically styled home
through facade improvements. If you are a homeowner
or are looking to buy a home in one of Bethlehem’s
North by Northwest neighborhoods, the Best Front
Forward loan program

may be just what's needed
to provide the finishing
touches to your in-town
abode. Reinforcing original
architecture improves
community character,
maintaining neighborhoods
as unique places to live. The
North by Northwest neighborhoods, although not
strict historic districts, have heritage - worthy of pride!

The Bethlehem North by Northwest neighborhoods are within the area bounded by the heavy line.
If your property is located within this district, you are eligible to apply to the Best Front Forward Program.




