
City of Bethlehem
Bethlehem North by Northwest
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BETHLEHEM North by Northwest 
is a citizen-lead movement to renew interest in living 
in Bethlehem’s neighborhoods. A variety of activities 
are generated from this initiative including community 
organizing, fun family events in parks, and neighborhood 
beautification. Benefiting from support of the City of 
Bethlehem and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Elm 
Street Program; it is to become a self-sustaining, non-
profit organization.

Information & Contacts 
Website: http://www.nbnw-bpa.org/
Facebook: North by Northwest Neighborhood Initiative
North by Northwest Neibhorhood Manager 
A. G. Pitsilos APitsilos@bethlehem-pa.gov
Task Force Chair 
Christine Roysdon cmr0@lehigh.edu
Design Committee Co-Chairs 
Martha Cox Popichak popicox@rcn.com 
Robin Spilner walkabout21@gmail.com
Neighborhood Committee Co-Chairs 
Anne Connors aconners@pahouse.net 
Julie Hughes fourhughes@rcn.com
Newsletter Editor 
Laura Burtner laura_burtner@hotmail.com

NbNW Community Connections 
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NbNW has Properties of Merit 

The Properties of Merit program aims 
to “reward and recognize property 
owners that maintain their properties 
in an outstanding fashion, encouraging 
them to continue high levels of property 
maintenance and inspiring other property 
owners to do the same.” In 2008, 
Properties of Merit included residential 
properties in their program and selected 
the North by Northwest Target Area for 
nominations.

Volunteers from the neighborhoods 
coordinated the nominating process and 
went door to door in search of deserving 
properties. Residential nominees from 
the North by Northwest areas included 
the following addresses: 234 E. North 

St.(People’s Choice Award), 240 E. North 
St. 202 E. Goepp St., 266 W. Fairview St., 57 
W. Fairview St., 639 Fourth Ave (People’s 
Choice Award), 623 Fifth Ave and 438 
Second Ave. The Café, and the Bethlehem 
Gallery of Floors (People’s Choice Award), 
both businesses in the NbyNW area, were 
also recognized. For more information on 
Properties of Merit, visit www.mypom.org.
Luminaria Night Lights Up NbNW

On Saturday, December 13, 2009 South 
Bethlehem’s New Bethany Ministries www.
newbethanyministries.org held its 11th an-
nual Luminaria Night. Throughout the Beth-
lehem area, streets were lined with 59,240 
illuminated white bags - a breathtaking 
sight! The event raised $54,000 to support 
homeless families living in Bethlehem and 
throughout the Lehigh Valley. 

NbNW has been working to increase 

neighborhood participation in Luminaria 
Night, focusing this year on the near-
westside. Regional and block captains were 
established to canvas the neighborhoods 
for participants. The Fairview Park 
blockwatch lined the hundreds of feet 
outlining the park. Several churches 
participated, including West Side Moravian, 
Bethany UCC, Sts. Simon & Jude, and Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church on Third Avenue, 
who provided cookies and beverages to 
volunteers and neighborhood strollers.

Luminaria 
Night 2009 
is Saturday, 
December 12th..

Many thanks 
to all who 
participated in 
each of these events!

About Bethlehem North by Northwest

A Pennsylvania Elm Street Project, the North by Northwest Neighborhood Initiative encompasses a number of improvement projects. 
The target area encompasses part of West Bethlehem and part of the North side east of the Monocacy. Background information on the 
program and the plan can be found at http://www.bethlehem-pa.gov/dept/planning_Zoning_Permits/elmstreet/index.htm.  To 
date the project has funded the neighborhood infrastructure and neighborhood development projects described in this newsletter. 
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North by Northwest 
Needs You!

 North by Northwest has big 
plans for 2009, all of which 
require volunteers. We need 
volunteers who can spare 
a few hours here and there 
to help out with one of the 
park yard sales, or help out 
with the anti-graffiti squad. 
We also need volunteers 
who are seeking more in-
depth involvement organizing 
events such as tree walks and 
neighborhood architecture 
walks. The popular Movies in 
the Park program needs a 
lot of volunteer help. Writers, 
photographers and chroniclers 
are needed for our newsletter 
and our web site. Those 
with gardening interests can 
meet others interested in 
establishing community garden 
plots.  Volunteers pg. 2

Cameras Focus on Bad Behavior at Fairview & Friendship Parks
If you are over at Friendship and/or Fairview Park this spring, take a look up. You should be able to 

see the new cameras that the NbNW Neighborhood Initiative are installing to help the Bethlehem 
Police Department monitor the parks. These cameras are able to pan/tilt and zoom in and the signal 
is recorded. The parks close at a certain hour and this will help with keeping people out of the parks 
after hours as well as help ensure the safety of our kids while using these parks. 

This past fall the NbNW Neighborhood Initiative 
completed the first of many tree planting projects 
in the target area with a planting of 250 trees. 
Streets included in this first 
planting were:

E. Union Blvd., High St., New St., 
Center St., Goepp St., E. and W. 
Fairview Sts., 2nd Ave., 3rd Ave., 
and 5th Ave. More streets will be 
added to future plantings. 

Residents of the target area 
were sent a letter regarding the 
tree plantings and most opted to 
benefit from this opportunity to 
add green in front of their homes. 
This reinforces a renewed interest 
and appreciation for the tree-lined 
street. The first tree, a maple, was 
planted near the corner of 5th Ave. 
and Broad St. Street. Tree varieties 
were chosen based on location 
and species suitability. There are 
more than 30 varieties, including 
ones such as Queen Elizabeth Hedgemaple 
and European Hornbeam. Cindy Smith, Urban 
Forester for the city of Bethlehem, is available for 
advice and information about the trees. lsmith@
bethlehem-pa.gov and 610-865-7050.

The value of trees is more evident than ever. 
They help absorb harmful carbon dioxide and 
provide cooling in the hot summer, important 
considerations at a time when the world is more 

and more aware of our need to conserve energy 
and protect our environment. In addition, studies 
have shown that trees project a friendly and 

relaxed atmosphere translating into 
thriving neighborhoods, beneficial 
for all property owners. 

Tree Vitalize, a PA DCNR funded 
program, recently offered residents 
training to become Tree Tenders 
who are now certified to help 
with the care and maintenance 
of these trees. Anyone interested 
in becoming a Tree Tender can 
contact NbNW manager, AG 
Pitsilos for more information 
apitsilos@bethlehem-pa.gov or 
610-997-5732.

 The NbNW Design Committee, 
an Elm Street steering committee 
composed of volunteers dedicated 
to improving the landscape of 
Bethlehem’s neighborhoods, has 
been working diligently for over 

2 years. Members have walked the streets of the 
North by Northwest area in all seasons and have 
gathered information to develop a plan to add to 
the beauty, character, and charm of Bethlehem. 

Interesting websites for tree enthusiasts: 

www.treelink.org

www.treesaregood.com

www.arborday.org 

250 Trees Line Streets & Bring ShadeResources . . .

www.nbnw-bpa.org
www.bethlehem-pa.gov
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250 Trees

Toward Bicycle Heaven 
Bethlehem

Cameras in the Parks

Spring 2009 Events . . .

Saturday, April 18th 
Cleanups: Fairview Park, 
Friendship Park, & Rt 378 
Interchange

Sunday, April 19th 
Graffiti Buster Team 
Training: Fairview Park

Saturday, April 25th 
Neighborhood Yarrrd Sale: 
Friendship Park

Upcoming Events . . .

www.moviesgamesnmore.org

NbNW Community Connections

As part of our connecting neighbors mission, the North by Northwest program has 
promoted neighborhood involvement in several projects that transcend our boundaries. 

read more pg. 4

March 2009	 Issue 1

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Elm Street Program City of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania



Bethlehem North by Northwest

1

Connecting Neighbors, Renewing Neighborhoods

12

One of the great things about urban living, is the ability to 
walk and bike to destinations within your neighborhood. The 
North by Northwest Neighborhood target area in Bethlehem 
is an urban location that has many great destinations within 
walking and biking distance. On the West side of 
the target area you can have your taxes done, 
buy a  dishwasher, a comic book, a painting 
or even stop for a Thai fusion dinner without 
walking more than a few blocks. If you are raising 
children on the North side of the target area, 
they can walk to school from kindergarten to 
their senior year of high school, which gives 
soccers moms more time to run errands at our 
many accessible shops.

The North by Northwest Neighborhood 
Initiative is determined to make these neighborhoods even 
more walkable and bike-able. First, we partnered with the 
Coalition for Appropriate Transportation to implement a 
new program of education and infrastructure for bicycling we 
call the Bicycle Heaven in Bethlehem Program. This program 
gives discount memberships to the Coalition for Appropriate 
Transportation for all residents of the North by Northwest 
Neighborhoods. It also seeks to improve parking options for 

bicyclists by installing bike hitches and bike racks in strategic 
locations. Finally, we have been working to install shared lane 
markings on high volume streets in the neighborhoods. You 
can see SLM’s along Main Street’s Moravian Mile as a part of 

a pilot program paid for by Moravian College. To 
learn more about the Bicycle Heaven program 
please checkout the Coalition for Appropriate 
Transportation website at www.car-free.org.

We have also been working 
to make crossing the street 
safer for pedestrians. Along 
common school routes the 
NbNW task force has worked 
with the city Public Works 
Department to upgrade 

some existing crosswalks to continental 
crosswalks. These crosswalks are made of a 
reflective and durable white thermoplastic 
that should make drivers more aware of 
crossing pedestrians.

Keep watching because we will continue to make 
improvements, making it safer for you to walk and bike in the 
neighborhood.

Toward Bicycle Heaven Bethlehem

To learn more about 
the Bicycle Heaven 
program checkout 

the Coalition 
for Appropriate 
Transportation 

website  
www.car-free.org.

Volunteers (con’t from pg. 1)

On Tuesday, February 17, BETHLEHEM North by 
Northwest hosted a volunteer workshop. Here is a list of 
projects and ideas needing volunteers for 2009, some are 
already underway, some aren’t: 

Movies at the Parks, year 2•	

Community garden, Friendship Park•	

Yard sales at Friendship and Fairview Parks•	

Bike rides in the neighborhoods•	

Graffiti cleanup•	

Neighborhood cleanups•	

Tree walks •	

Tree tending – caring for our newly planted sidewalk trees•	

Distribution of movie information, newsletters, tree •	
information to neighbors

Historical research on our neighborhoods, oral histories, •	
library research, and especially gathering photos

Neighborhood historical architecture walks•	

Fostering neighborhood participation in Luminaria Night•	

To get involved with any of these projects, contact Anne 
Connors aconnors@pahouse.net or A. G. Pitsilos 
APitsilos@bethlehem-pa.gov. Look for future workshops 
and get involved!

Season 1 of Movies, 
Games and More was a 
success. We delivered 17 
movies in city parks - five 
at Friendship Park, five 
at Fairview Park, five at 
Rockland Park, one at Yosko 
Park and one at the Rose 
Garden. The Rockland 
events were fundraisers. 
Thanks to Just Born 
Candy and Commerce 
Bank (now TD Bank) for 
sponsoring the Rockland 
Park Movie Series. The 
Yosko event was sponsored 
by the Bethlehem Parks 
Department and the 
South Side Recreation 
Coordinator Mark 
Atkinson – thanks guys! 
These fundraisers helped 
pay for the system and 
supplies, and also funded 
improvements for the 
Friendship Park snack bar 
including kitchen cabinets, 
a countertop and the 
painting of the interior of 

the park building. 

The Fairview Blockwatch 
and Neighbors on Watch 
Blockwatch groups 
ran concession stands. 
Neighborhood moviegoers 
enjoyed water, soda, 
popcorn and hot dogs. 
Both groups were able to 
make a profit to use to 
accomplish Blockwatch 
goals.

Our volunteers were 
mostly Bethlehem Area 
School District students, 
and were very reliable. The 
first event took us about 
two hours to set up and 
90 minutes to put away, but 
the last few events required 
only 40 minutes to set up 
and about 30 minutes to 
break down. A transport 
trailer for the equipment 
was acquired with a 
grant through Rep. Steve 
Samuelson’s office. 
Movies pg. 3

Movies Games & More 
Wraps Season 1
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Spring Cleaning Parks and Gateways

Saturday, April 18th is the day for cleaning up the 
neighborhoods that make up NbNW. We are asking for 
volunteers for Fairview Park, Friendship Park, Higbee Park, 
Route 378 at 3rd Avenue, Route 378 at Union Blvd and Route 
378 at 8th Avenue. Adults only on the Route 378 cleanups 
as there are traffic considerations to deal with. We want to 
clean up the parks and get them ready for the summer and 
clean up the Route 378 gateways as these 
are all key entry points to Bethlehem and 
our neighborhood. Meet at Friendship 
Park at 8am, Fairview Park at 9am, Route 
378 at 3rd Avenue at 10am, Route 378 at 
Union Blvd at 11am and Route 378 and 8th 
Avenue at 1pm. We will have a site captain 
for each location.

Additionally, we would encourage 
everyone to give their own home and block 
a little spring cleanup as well. Any litter, 
recycling bottles that have blown out of the 
bins, a good sweeping to get the cinders 
and winter dust swept up etc. Go out with some coffee and 
chat with the neighbors and see what everyone’s plans are for 
summer! Watch the website for further updates! 
www.nbnw-bpa.org.

Graffiti Buster Team Training

Take Action to Bust Graffiti, Sunday April 19th. Graffiti is a 
blight on a neighborhood and leads to further decline. Graffiti 
cannot be tolerated here in NbNW, especially in the parks 
and at stop signs etc. Imagine you are a young couple looking 
to buy your first home. You drive into our neighborhood to go 

see a house and you see a bunch of graffiti on the stop signs 
approaching your potential home. Is this going to give you 
good vibes about the neighborhood? 

We have tested a bunch of different products for different 
surfaces and are creating some Graffiti Busting Teams of 
volunteers to go out and spot, document and remove graffiti 
in the neighborhood. Some surfaces can simply be cleaned 
with a wipe while others need something a little more heavy 

duty that requires gloves, goggles and 
a pressure washer that we will supply. 
Volunteers with get shirts and the products 
and supplies necessary for the jobs at hand 
and I’m sure a big thank you from all of us! 

We need to document the graffiti with 
digital pictures and the location info to give 
to the BPD for their uses and for potential 
prosecution. If a person gets caught and can 
be linked to a few other locations, it could 
potentially be a felony depending on the 
dollar amount of damage. We need some 
volunteers with digital cameras and email 

for the documentation part. Watch the website for further 
updates www.nbnw-bpa.org. 

Neighborhood Yarrrrrrrrrd Sale in Friendship Park

Avast Me Hearties, set sail fer Friendship Park on Saturday, 
April 25th for barrrrrgains galore! If ye hath a vast stockpile of 
treasure to unload, ye can join ourrrr motley crew and get a 
“10x10ft cabin” onboard for only $15 “pieces of gold” with 10 
back once ye cleans out yer cabin. The sale starts at 8am with 
setup at 6:30. Watch the website for further updates! 
www.nbnw-bpa.org.

Spring Into Action

Saturday, April 18th 
Spring Cleaning 

Fairview Park, Friendship Park 
and Route 378 Interchange

Sunday, April 19th 
Graffiti Buster Team Training 

Fairview Park

Saturday, April 25th 
Neighborhood Yarrrrd Sale 

Friendship Park

Movies (con’t from pg. 2)

That grant also supplied the popcorn 
machine and paid for electrical 
upgrades at Fairview, Friendship, Yosko 
and Rose Garden parks.

Spirithoops was very popular, with 
performances at all the Fairview and 
Friendship Events and hoop contests 
each night. The kids and some of the 
parents got involved and hoops were 
distributed as prizes. If you missed the 
October events, then you missed Fire 
Hoops, a big hit! The Bethlehem Fire 
Department guys seemed to enjoy 
this fire as well. Check out www.
spirithoops.com for more information 
from Tina. If you have an event, think of 
Spirithoops!

Thanks also to the Bethlehem Health 
Department, to Cops-N-Kids for 
sharing books with many younger 
members of our audiences. Thanks 

also to West Side Hammer Electric for 
the popup tent used by the Fairview 
Blockwatch.

Over at Rockland Park there is no 
electrical source so the great guys at 
Action Rental helped us by donating 
the use of a generator that did 
the trick. Very quiet for such a big 
generator, and easy to use. If you have 
a project, these guys got the goods! 
Thanks for helping us light up Rockland 
Park!

Our sponsors who helped us put the 
system together were: Air 
Products and Chemicals, Two 
Rivers Health and Wellness, 
PPL, PNC, First Star Savings, 
Lehigh County, Embassy 
Bank, Lafayette Ambassador 
Bank, Team Capital Bank, 
Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber Foundation, KNBT, 
HUD, the City of Bethlehem, 

and of course the Dept. of Community 
and Economic Development with Elm 
Street Grant Funding. Thank you all for 
helping make Movies, Games & More a 
success.

We are looking forward to Season 2 
hoping to develop programming that 
expands on the themes of the movies, 
and create a game tournament, and 
maybe a RockBand tournament on 
the PS3 on the big screen. Check our 
movie website at 
www.moviesgamesnmore.org.


